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He cites as reasons: inefficient garbage disposal, faulty disposal
of excreta and unpaved or unmade roads, and says:
"The heaviest infant mortality from diarrhoea occurs in the
districts in which the three forms of sanitary defects enumerated
above are rife, and districts from which these defects are removed
experience a lowering of infant mortality which is greater than
that in which these evils continue. . . . "
"Catching cold" is really a dust infection contracted in places
where people congregate, or where much traffic circulates cur-
rents of dust! Arctic explorers have reported repeatedly that
notwithstanding the extremely low temperature and great ex-
posure, they only "caught cold" when nearing settlements.
Street dust contains ashes, detritus of paving-stones and
asphaltum, house-sweepings, excrements of horses and dogs,
dried sputa, dead disintegrated insects, pulverized earth, plaster
and cement, iron dust, earth from street excavations, soot from
chimneys, cigarette and cigar stumps, house dust, debris from
fruit stands, garbage, etc., and even human excrements, which
in crowded tenement regions are frequently voided by children
or adults in dark alleys and ill-lighted streets.
All this filth is being whirled into our faces by the wind, by
motor cars, and other vehicles, while we walk or drive; into our
homes, where in these times of "fresh air cult" the task of " dust-
ing" has become much greater with the advent of the automo-
bile; into offices, factories, theaters, churches, stores where
meat, fish, fruit, vegetables, breadstuffs, cake, pastry, pickles
and preserved dried-fruit, candies, confectionery, etc., form a
final resting place for this germ-laden filth, which also settles on
all walls, ceilings, carpets, curtains, clothes, and set freshly into
circulation with each and every sweeping.
The twenty-five-cent tip to your Pullman-car-porter is nothing
less than a brokerage commission for the exchange of germs be-
tween equally offending fellow-passengers. Powerful efforts for
abating the dust nuisance have been successful in Europe.
The crusade began in Vienna, where a committee of citizens took
up the matter; since then the movement has spread to many cities.
In our own country, Philadelphia started a similar agitation
led by Professor Anders, who as chairman of the legislative